
Dundonald Youth: Acts 

 

Week 4: Unstoppable! 

 

Open in prayer: Ask God to be with you, speaking to you through his word, helping you to trust Jesus Christ. 

 

RECAP Acts so far: Jesus is alive and returning to heaven. In Acts 1:8 he says to his Apostles: “You will 

receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all 

Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” Jesus does indeed send the Holy Spirit (on Pentecost) 

and Peter declares in Acts 2:36, “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, 

whom you crucified, both Lord and Messiah.” Last week a lame beggar was miraculously healed, and in 

Acts 3:15 Peter explains, “You killed the author of life, but God raised him from the dead. We are 

witnesses of this. By faith in the name of Jesus, this man was made strong.” 

 

Read Acts 4:1-4. 

What stands out to you from these verses? There’s no right / wrong answers! For me it was 

- the reaction of the Jewish leaders, who couldn’t fathom that Jesus was alive, because they didn’t 

believe in bodily resurrection 

- the power dynamic – the leaders stop them mid-sentence, and chuck them in jail 

- verse 4! The line before says Peter & John were locked up… but their message isn’t! 5,000!! 

 

Read Acts 4:5-7. 

As usual, Luke records in detail what happens / who is there. What do the Jewish leaders want to know? 

Why is this an important question? ‘By what power or what name did you do this?’ They want to know 

the source and the authority for the amazing miracle that has just happened. Clearly there is great 

power / authority at work, so it seems a pretty important question to know the answer to! But more than 

that, the Jewish leaders seem worried that their own power / authority might be under threat…. 

 

Read Acts 4:8-10. 

What do you notice about Peter’s reply? ‘Filled with the Holy Spirit’ = not his own natural eloquence or 

courage, but God given. He describes the healing as ‘an act of kindness’ – why are they so mad about 

such a wonderful miracle?! The word ‘healed’ is repeated twice (v9, v10) and can also mean ‘saved’ –> 

Jesus’ death (at their hands) and his resurrection (by God’s power) = salvation / healing / blessing! 

 

Read Acts 4:11-12. 

What’s the big deal about Jesus? Verse 12 is dynamite! Jesus is the ONLY way to be saved!! He is the 

‘cornerstone’ = the key stone in the whole building1. It’s completey exclusive (only Jesus!) but 

completely inclusive (for everyone, everywhere, under heaven!)  

 

 

                                                           
1 pointing towards the ‘holy city’ = the ‘new Jersualem’ = heaven?! 
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Read Acts 4:13-18. 

What issues are the Jewish leaders faced with? What are they going to do with Peter and John?! They’re 

not scholars, they’re not teachers of the law… and yet the speak with such courage and conviction?! 

There’s also the problem of the healed beggar?! They can’t pretend the miracle hasn’t happened… 

because everyone can see it has!  

What is their solution? v17 & v18 – to command them not to speak or teach about Jesus. Remember the 

power dynamic – they can have them jailed / beaten / killed…  

 

Read Acts 4:19-22. 

How do Peter and John reply? What do you think of this response? They say… “sorry, we care about God’s 

opinion and commands more than your opinions and commands! – we have to keep speaking about what 

we’ve seen and heard!” It’s definitely brave, but it’s also fair enough!! God is God?! They saw Jesus rise 

from the grave, just like he said he would?! Which side would you rather be on (?!)… the eternal God, or 

the current religious leaders….? 

  

  NOW LISTEN TO THE TALK – Youth Bible Series: Acts 4 

 

 

 Why is it essential that Christians don’t stop telling people the good news about Jesus? Well, i) 

because of Acts 4:12! ii) because God’s opinion and judgement > man’s opinion and judgement 

(4:19-20). iii) Because of Romans 10:13-15.  

 

 What part can you play, in God’s unfolding story? (If God’s plan for the world is that people turn 

to Jesus to be saved, how do we get involved in that?) Firstly, by responding ourselves! By putting 

our faith in Jesus!! Secondly, by gently and kindly sharing the good news about Jesus with people 

when we have the opportunity to. Thirdly, by praying for church leaders to continue to teach and 

proclaim God’s word, even if it’s unpopular (or illegal?!).  

 

 

LISTEN – to ‘Shai Linne Jesus is Alive’ by searching for that in youtube and clicking the top video, or by 

clicking on this link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4V5-Ax0LywE 

PRAY – for Christians and church leaders around the world and in this country, to continue to believe and 

proclaim that Jesus is the only way to salvation and that God’s Word is true and good for us.  

 

 

Pray: for everything from today 

Listen/Sing: Jesus is Alive – Shai Linne (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4V5-Ax0LywE) 

Meditate: Acts 4:12 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4V5-Ax0LywE

