
Dundonald Youth: Acts 

 

Week 6: Signs & Wonders! 

 

Open in prayer: Ask God to be with you, speaking to you through his word, helping you to trust Jesus Christ. 

 

It’s been a few weeks since we looked at the book of Acts together, so we’ll start with a bit of a recap to 

try and remember and understand what we’ve seen in the opening chapters…. by re-reading the opening 

verses and discussing the themes they introduce: 

 

Read Acts 1:1-11. 

Why is it so crucial that we know that Jesus is still alive (v3)? Because if Jesus died, and stayed dead… 

then he isn’t the Son of God?! He isn’t the promised Messiah?! He can’t do what he said he could do 

(forgive sins, bring the Kingdom of God)?! And there would be no point ‘following him’ or having faith in 

him – he’d just be a dead guy. BUT HE DIDN’T STAY DEAD! He is God himself, he has paid our debt, we 

are saved by putting our faith in him! He is still active in the world, and he will one day return to judge 

the living and the dead and start the New Creation! 

What command did Jesus give them in verse 4? When / how did this happen? To stay in Jerusalem until 

they receive the Holy Spirit (cf. v5). This spectacularly happened in Acts 2! (Have a skim-read if you’ve 

forgotten what happened! there are 3 sections: 2:1-13, 2:14-36, 2:37-41. 

What mission did Jesus give them in verse 8? How is this going? To receive power and to be his witnesses 

in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and to the ends of the earth! It’s been going well!! They’ve received 

power and proclaimed the good news about Jesus (Acts 2) and they’re healing people and giving all glory 

to Jesus (Acts 3) – but they haven’t made much progress geographically… it’s very much all still 

happening in Jerusalem, so there’s a long way to go! 

Why does it matter that Jesus is going to come back (v11)? Because there is a finish line. The mission will 

one day end, and Jesus will destroy and restore and renew all things, and so Christians have hope, and 

confidence, and motivation to keep going now – knowing that Jesus has the victory, and that there is life 

after death, and it’s just a matter of time before he brings the New Creation! 

 

(If you can’t remember our last study & talk from 4:32-5:11, you may like to read that before reading 

today’s passage) 4:32-36 = beautiful community, 5:1-11 God’s judgement on counterfeit  

Read Acts 5:12-16. 

From what we’ve already seen in Acts, what do you think the apostles were doing in v12? What do you 

think the atmosphere was like among the believers? Throughout the bible ‘miracles’, ‘signs’ and 

‘wonders’ are amazing acts of power through which God reveals his glory and rescues his people. Jesus 

did miracles, signs and wonders, and now the apostles, empowered by his Holy Spirit are doing them – 

healing the lame, speaking foreign languages, boldly standing up to power and authority opposed to 

Jesus, speaking to great crowds, baptising thousands of people. 4:32 gives a great insight in to what the 

community of believers was like, and even after (because of?) the shocking story of Ananias and 

Sapphira, miraculously there is still unity and devotion between the believers.  
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What two sides of the coin do we get in v13 and v14? God’s presence and power through the apostles 

both repells and attracts people. They’re held in high regard, but people are scared to join them – think 

of the story of Ananias & Sapphira in the passage immediately before – it’s a beautiful community but 

it’s costly to join: you can’t be half hearted and ‘one foot in, one foot out’. However it seems some 

can’t stay away (v14) – it’s too beautiful, it’s too true, and the Lord is at work and so the church grows!  

What do you notice about v15-16? What questions do you have? How does it connect to Acts 1:8? “As a 

result” of the beautiful community, and the signs and wonders of the apostles, people recognise there is 

power here and bring the sick that even Peter’s shadow might go over them?! Look where the people 

come from in v16: the good news and taste of the New Creation is beginning to spread beyond 

Jerusalem into Judea… just like Jesus said in Acts 1:8!   

  

  NOW LISTEN TO THE TALK – Youth Bible Series: Acts 6 

 

Below are two potential friends. See which one is closer to your thinking / your friends, and discuss that 

one first (but chat about both if you have time!!) 

 

 You have a very spiritual friend, who is very excited and expectant after reading the book of 

Acts, and says “let’s pray for people to be healed!!” What might you be thinking? What shall we 

say? 

- Not actually sure if they are a Christian, so want to focus on JESUS, and not get totally distracted 

by ‘miracles’ (and also understand what Jesus’ miracles pointed towards! cf John 20:30-31) 

o Also Jesus was the unique Son of God(?!) so can’t do everything he did… 

o Purpose of miracles – as signs and confirmations of the truth & power of the gospel 

o What is their motive for wanting to see miraculous healing? 

- Unique time in salvation history – disciples running unique first leg 

- Affirm their belief that God is good and powerful! 

o remember doctrine of suffering, trials, and griefs (Rom 5:3-5, James 1:2-4, 1 Pet 1:6-7) 

o remember to ask if promises fulfilled in this life / next life? 

 

 You have a very scientific friend, who doubts that miracles happened 2,000 years ago, and is 

certain nothing supernatural happens now. They believe in what we can see, and study, and 

understand. What might we talk about? What could be good questions to discuss? 

- #1 place to start is the life, death & resurrection of Jesus 

o Who was Jesus? Did he come back to life? How do you explain the evidence?! 

o If there is a God, and Jesus is God, then surely miracles are totally plausible?! 

- Could question the confidence that our western worldview is ‘correct’ 

o other cultures in the world that see / experience reality differently 

o limitations of science 

 implications of science -> there is a creator God?! 

 

Pray: Praise God for what we’ve read about, and ask for wisdom and humility to believe & follow 

Listen/Sing: Impossible Things – Chris Tomlin (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XbttcKEZI4c) 

Meditate: Colossians 1:16 


