
Dundonald Youth: Acts 

 

Week 9: Dark Day or New Dawn? 

 

Open in prayer: Ask God to be with you, speaking to you through his word, helping you to trust Jesus Christ. 

 

Opening Question: “Those who don’t learn from history are doomed to repeat it” – Santayana. What is 

the value in looking back? Learn from mistakes, understand why things happened, correct things for the 

future, etc. Do you think humans are good at this…?   

Today a Christian called Stephen defends himself / Christianity from some Jewish opponents, by looking 

back at 2,000 years of history between God and his people… 

 

Read Acts 6:8-14 

Who are the key characters / groups involved? What do we know / can we say about them? 

Stephen – v8. (also 6:5) 

Jews from all over that have moved to Jerusalem – argue with Stephen, resort to subterfuge 

Religious Leaders – we know they hate Jesus. They seize Stephen and bring him before the council 

What do they (falsely) accuse Stephen of? Why is this serious? 

V11 & v13 & v14. To speak against Moses (foundational hero of Jewish faith) and God (doesn’t get worse 

than that?!) and the law (when God told his people how to live) and this place (the temple / Jerusalem) 

is to threaten / undermine Judaism itself?!! This new / different / dangerous teaching about Jesus must 

be stopped!!  

We’ll now read Acts 6:51-8:3 together. It’s a long passage (!) so we’ll take regular time-outs for you to 

ask questions about what’s going on and clarify any bits you don’t understand! 

6:15-7:8 

7:9-16 

7:17-29 

7:30-43 

7:44-50 

7:51-8:3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dundonald Youth: Acts 

 

 

What did Joseph, Moses, other prophets, and Jesus have in common? 

Joseph (see 7:9) 

Moses (see 7:25,7:35, 7:39) 

Other prophets (see 7:52) 

Jesus (7:52 & what we’ve seen in Acts before) 

Get volunteers to read the Joseph & Moses verses, and then comment as a group. Add in 7:52 to pull 

through the conversation to include treatment of Jesus (and indeed his followers, like Stephen!) 

Can God only do stuff in the Promised Land? Is his power / activity restricted to Jerusalem / the temple? 

See 7:2-3 

See 7:9-10 

See 7:30-33 

See 7:48-50 

Get a volunteer to read a verse and then discuss the question together. Repeat for each reference.   

 

How does this episode conclude? (How do the Jewish leaders react? How about Stephen?) 

Rather than repenting the Jewish leaders rage! They can’t bear what he’s said looking back (at history) 

or looking up (and calling Jesus the ‘Son of Man’ – hyperlink to Daniel 7 and the God-Man who will rule an 

everlasting Kingdom) so they stone him to death (and we meet Saul = coat watcher & approver & 

Christian bounty hunter). Stephen is Christlike to the end (cf. Luke 23:34). The church are scattered, 

which feels bad, but notice the geographical link to Acts 1:8…  

 

  

  NOW LISTEN TO THE TALK – Youth Bible Series: Acts 9 

 

 

Let’s pray about everything we’ve seen and thought about today! 

Especially praising God for his word & Son & power, and praying for brothers and sisters around the world 

facing persecution for their faith.  

 

 

 

Pray: Praise God for the bible & Jesus, and pray especially for countries with terrible persecution 

Listen/Sing: Chris Howland – The Martyr (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VZys3E67eDk) 

Meditate: Acts 3:15 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VZys3E67eDk

