
CREED SESSION 2- “GOD THE FATHER ALMIGHTY” 
This session we begin to see what makes the Christian God unlike any other - that he is 
Father, Son & Holy Spirit. This Trinitarian reality structures the Creed. We begins by 
declaring our faith in the ‘Father almighty’. Far from being primarily a technical matter of 
abstract doctrine, this is the basic pulse of Christianity. Christians are those who — by 
adoption and grace through Jesus Christ — call Almighty God “our Father”. Wow! There can 
be no greater daily comfort and assurance — in life and death — than to belong to Him.  

INTRO [3-5 mins] 
What comes into our mind when we hear the word ‘God’? This is worth trying to peel back the 
layers of familiarity and ‘stock’ answers to see what we really think and associate with ‘God’. So 
many of us labour (at a heart level, or by instinct) under a false view of God. Either a harsh 
school master or an passive/indulgent grandfather or a cruel father watching to see us fail and 
then pounce. It is easy to make ‘God’ in our own image or imagination and then use that image 
to resist or mistrust the true God of the Bible. No right/ wrong answers - just a chance to be 
honest. If someone asked “what is God like?” — what would be the first words you chose?  
How relevant or significant is the Trinity in the way we think or feel about God? Again, simply 
a chance to be honest. For many, we have been raised to think that the Trinity is like a 
complicated higher-level doctrine, maybe for advanced clever Christians. However, we may still 
pray to God and address him “Father” or know to pray “in Jesus name” — which reveals a 
trinitarian grammar and posture of faith (even if we wouldn’t know how to articulate it fully!).  
Talk (1)  “God the Father Almighty” [4 mins] 

• The God of the gospel is a PERFECT FATHER 
• The God of the gospel is an ALMIGHTY FATHER 
• Through the gospel, the Almighty Father has become OUR FATHER 

“The generous life-giving Father has always given life to his eternal Son. Now in Christ 
he has given new life to redeemed sons and daughters. We enjoy by grace and adoption 
what the eternal Son enjoyed by nature. The perfect almighty Father truly has become 
our Father if we’re in Christ.” 

Far from being intended to be technical and intimidating or ‘dry’ the doctrine of the Trinity is 
the beautiful and simple grammar of Christian faith. We know the Father, through faith in his 
Son, empowered by the Holy Spirit. And as such we are drawn into the perfect life and love of 
this blessed Trinity that stretches back into eternity past, before all worlds. This is Jesus’ great 
mission in the Gospels - the make the heavenly Father known — revealing Him to us, and 
reconciling us to Him. Do we realise that becoming a Christian is being invited into the 
relationship that the eternal Son shares with his Father? What greater privilege and joy could 
we possibly hope for?! How could we think it is boring/abstract/dry?!  
Discuss 
** How important do you think it is for the gospel that God is not just ‘God in general’ but 
specifically the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ? In the gospel we don’t just find God 
saving sinners, we find the Father sending his Son and Spirit to bring redeemed sons and 
daughters back into his family despite the mess we’ve made of everything. Jesus isn’t just God 
in flesh, he’s God the Son come to make his Father known in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Everything Jesus did in the flesh was to do the Father’s will and by the Spirit’s power. There is 
deep trinitarian shape to the gospel, because the gospel reveals God who is Trinity! 
How might Matt 28:19 and John 17:3 help us appreciate this?  In Matt 28, Jesus commands 
disciples to baptise new disciples into the (one) name of the (three persons) Father, Son & 
Spirit. So Christian baptism is Trinitarian. From our baptismal initiation into the Christian church 



we are marked with the name of the Trinity. Even if it far exceeds our understanding, this is our 
new identity. In John 17:3, Jesus describes eternal life itself as knowing God - and he 
immediately elaborates this with reference to the Father and Son (and has taught much about 
the work of the Spirit in Chs14-16). Like baptism, eternal life is fundamentally trinitarian in 
shape.  
Talk (2) “Our Father”  

• We could not be more LOVED 
• We could not be more CARED FOR 
• We could not be more SECURE 

“If you want to judge how well a person understands Christianity, find out how much he 
makes of the thought of being God's child, and having God as his Father.” - J. I. Packer 

Discuss 
** If we’re being honest, how much do we think of ourselves as children of a Heavenly Father 
in day to day life? In what situations? Reflecting on the Packer quote may be a challenge as 
well as an encouragement. The challenge is how often we may act and feel like ‘orphans’ as if 
we must fight for every scrap, no one else is looking out for us etc. The encouragement may be 
that in our prayers we do call out “Abba, Father”; so often the Spirit moves us to know and call 
out to God our Father, giving us a deep assurance of his love through the gospel. All of us will be 
a mix! How does this play out in reality? When do we act as orphans/children to God? 
** Look at John 1:12-14, Gal 4:4-7. How do these passages help us understand what it means 
to be a Christian?  In John 1, in this great prologue it is striking that the first picture for the 
salvation Jesus offers is adoption - to become children of God (born of God). In John, Jesus is 
the one and only Son, come from the Father - full of grace and truth (1:14) — and that grace and 
truth will bring other sons and daughters to the same Father. To be saved is to join God’s family 
as children! In Gal 4 we see the sending of the Son so that “we might achieve adoption to 
sonship” (similar to John 1:12), but the added detail that the sending of the Spirit into our hearts 
who also cries out “Abba, Father” and assures us that we are no longer slaves but children (and 
heirs) of God. Basic Christianity has this pattern and shape of being children of the Father 
because of the work of Son & Spirit. It’s unavoidably personal and intimately relational. 
How does 1 John 3:1-2 shape the way we should approach God and why? Do you notice the 
sense of privilege and wonder that we should be called children of God? (And that we really 
are!) One day our adoption will be seen and known fully when we see Christ. This gives us 
childlike confidence in God’s total lavish love (which in context motivates obedience/purity). 
** Look at Matt 6:25-33, Matt 7:9-12. How does the Fatherhood of God function in these 
passages? What practical difference should it make to our lives if we know that this 
almighty Father, truly is our Father? In Matt 6 we see the Father’s detailed care for creation 
and reminded how much more valuable we are (v26). Do you notice the repeated ref’s to ‘your 
heavenly Father’ (v26, 32)? Reminder of who he is to/for us — to train our hearts.  Matt 7 = 
argument from lesser to greater — if flawed humans know how to care for kids, how much 
more will your Father in heaven..? Look at the detail (clothes, food) - if we really believe we have 
such a Father wouldn’t it change our attitude to our worries/needs/hopes/fears. What are the 
specifics in your group and life? Where do we need to be reminded that since God is our Father 
we couldn’t be more loved/cared for/secure? Get specific! Lovingly probe past vague answers! 
How might this affect the way we encourage and pray for one another in the ups and downs 
of life? What one thing would you like to pray in response to this session? If we knew deep in 
our bones that the Father Almighty is our Father - wouldn’t that colour everything? Our 
conversations? Texts? When people are struggling/anxious? Our willingness to pray? What 
and how we pray? Try to get practical and specific — as leaders is there one thing struck you? 



APPENDIX : Talk notes 

PART 1 | Father Almighty 

We begin the Creed by saying “I believe in God” - but what do we mean when we say that?  

From the very beginning, Christians knew the God we worship is unlike any of the pagan 
religious deities. The Creed was first said as part of a baptism service. You remember Jesus’ 
Great Commission to his disciples to: "go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit”  

So candidates for baptism would be asked “Do you believe in God the Father Almighty, Creator 
of heaven and earth?” They would reply “I believe” and go down into the water. And then twice 
more - “Do you believe in Jesus Christ?” “I believe” down into the water. “Do you believe in the 
Holy Spirit” “I believe”  

So from the beginning the Creed was used as part of a public commitment  to this God. Which 
God? The Father, Son and Spirit. Far from being dry or abstract, knowing God the Holy Trinity is 
the heart of the Christian life and salvation. Jesus himself said “this is eternal life: that they 
know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.” (John 17:3) And the very 
structure of the Creed helps us see that.  

This session we consider just the first bit “I believe in God the Father Almighty”  

Romans 1 tells us that God’s “eternal power and divine nature have been clearly seen” from 
creation itself. (Rom 1:20)  But the word of God in the Gospel gives us an even richer 
description of this God - even before he is Creator, Saviour, Sanctifier.  

1. The God of the gospel is a PERFECT FATHER 

Before there was a universe, or anything else, God enjoyed perfect life in relationship. And even 
to name him here as “Father” implies the Son (& indeed the Spirit) who will be addressed later 
in the Creed. From all eternity, the One behind and above it all, the place where all explanations 
must stop — underneath it all —  is a perfect Father, loving his Son in the joy of the Spirit.  

Other religions might think of God as just raw power or chaos or a battle between light/dark. 
The Gospel reveals the One who is love within the infinite depth and fulness of the perfect 
Trinitarian life. God never became a Father, he eternally is father. He never started loving, he 
eternally is love. So it’s not sentimental or wishful thinking to say, love is at the heart of the 
universe:  the perfect and eternal love of the Father, Son and Spirit.  

Doesn’t that give us a different perspective on what’s the hard-nosed reality of life - what’s 
most deeply true in our world?  

2. The God of the gospel is an ALMIGHTY FATHER 

He’s not just ‘Father’ but ‘Father Almighty’. This One of eternal love is also one of eternal power. 
There are no rivals (you know like the sun god or moon god or rain god). No this One God is not 
just mighty but almighty. So when it comes to running the universe there’s no debate or battle 



or question as to who will succeed. The uncertainty and stress makes for a great superhero 
movie - the battle - who’s going to win. But in the real world, we declare that the Lord God 
Almighty reigns.  

3. Through the gospel the ALMIGHTY FATHER has become our Father 

Miracle and wonder of grace. This one who has always been perfect Father to the perfect 
eternal Son. He is now OUR father, if we have come to Jesus the son. “To all who did receive him 
[Jesus], to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God”  (John 
1:12) 

The generous life-giving Father has always given life to his eternal Son. Now in Christ he has 
given new life to redeemed sons and daughters. We enjoy by grace and adoption what the 
eternal Son enjoyed by nature.  

The perfect almighty Father truly has become our Father if we’re in Christ. 

Part 2  | Our Father  

J.I Packer writes “If you want to judge how well a person understands Christianity, find out how 
much he makes of the thought of being God's child, and having God as his Father.”  

 “Adoption is the highest privilege that the gospel offers: higher even than justification … To be 
right with God the Judge is a great thing, but to be loved and cared for by God the Father is 
greater.” 

Someone once said the history of the world is humanity’s search for a father. But a Christian 
is someone for whom that search is over.  

So what are the implications for the Christian believer, the one who now calls God our 
Father?   

1. We COULDN’T BE more loved! 

God loves me as his own child. Just as the Father loves Jesus the Son perfectly to the max. So in 
Christ he loves me perfectly to the max. It’s literally impossible for God to love me any more 
than he does.  And that’s not wishful thinking. Romans 8:  

“The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children.  Now if we are 
children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in 
his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory … He who did not spare his 
own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously give 
us all things” 

1 John 3:  “See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children 
of God! And that is what we are! “ 



How would our Christian lives look different if we really believed we are perfectly loved by 
the perfect Father because we truly are his adopted children?  

2. We COULDN’T BE more cared for! 

What do good fathers do for their children? They care and provide for them. Do we think the 
perfect heavenly Father is somehow less caring or able to provide for us?  

• He knows every hair on your head and not one falls apart from his will (Matt 10:30-31) 
• Look at the birds and flowers; he feeds and clothes them. How much more will he take care 

of me? (Matt 6: 26-30) 
• Just as a human father won’t give his children rocks or scorpions when they need bread to 

eat, my Father will give me exactly what I need (Matt 7:9-12).  
• “So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we 

wear?’ For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you 
need them. (Matt 6:31-32)  

The Christian life is living now under the care of this Father. 

3. We COULDN’T BE more secure! 

This is the love of a Father who will never stop loving us, never let us down, never grow cold. 
Jesus says of his sheep in John 10: 

 “I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will snatch them out of my 
hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch 
them out of my Father’s hand. 30 I and the Father are one.” 

Why are Christians secure? Because the Father (in whose hands we are)  is greater than all so 
no one can snatch us from his hands.  

This all great, almighty, all-powerful God is committed to us in the gospel! He never started 
loving us, he’ll never stop loving us, he could never love us any more and will never love us any 
less.  

To be a child of God the Father means we could not be more loved, we could not be more 
cared for and we could not be more secure. Because he’s the perfect, almighty Father — and 
he’s now our Father! 


